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ANSWER 

To Mv. LAW. ^ 




mm 



BOOKS written hy the Author. 

A Paraphrafc with fhort and ufeful Notes on the 
JlJl Books of the Old T'eftam^nt. Part I. in two 
Volumes containing the Five Books of Mofes, with 
a compleat Index of the principal Matters, Words, 
and Pbrafes in the hid Boo^ ^ fyt iJbe Vie ;€if £a«* 
milies. 

A Pai:^pj;irafe with fliort and ufefal Notes upon 
the AEis of the AfiftUsj and upon all the Epiftles of 
the Nevj "Tejlament^ with a fliort Preface to each E- 
piftle j the feveral Arguments fet at the Head of 
each Chapter ; and i general Index to all the prin- 
.- ^al Matters, Words, and Phrafes of the Nev) 
\'1Je^nfintj m two Volumes in %vo. 

The Great Chait^e and Difficulties of Supjscanj 

Garernmeilt, with the Duties of Chriftitn Subjefts 

to make iteafy and profperous : A Sermon preach'cl 

at the Cathedral Church of Norwich on tl^e Anni- 

* vcrfary of Queen ^»/2^'s Coronation, April 23. lyotf. 

National Union a Nation Blcffing : A Sermon 
preach'd at St. Margarets in Lynn Regisy on the pub- 
lick Thankfgiving for the Union of England and 
Scotlandy May i. 1707. • 

The heinous Sip and Danger of Prevaricating 
with God and Governmenft : A ^rmon preach'd at 

Lynn^Mdrtj' Pel. 5. 1 71 5. 

The Wifdom of a Government in diftributing 
PuniQiment or Mercy to State Criminals : A Ser- 
mon preachM at the Lent Affixes holden at T'hetfori 
in Norfolk^ on March 23. 171 5. before the Lord 
Chief Jufticc King. 

The Proteflant Rule of judging of the Way to 
Salvation : A Sermon preach'd at St. James's JVeft- 
miufler on Sunday y March 31 1 7 1 7. Publifli'd at thft 

Dcfire of the Redor apd fereral Gentlemen of thi 
Veftry. .... .... - ^ 



A 



VINDICATION 

O Jf T H E 

Lprid Bifliop o{ Bangor, 

Wherein is confidered 

The tjrue Notion of Rnigiqus Sincerity^ 

as available to the Salvation of Men ; and of 
Piurch Authority J with refpeft to the Diftin7 
Aions between ReaL Mere, and Jbfolute 
Authority. 

In ANSWERII^^ 

T D T H E iaf 

ExcEPTioNsof Mr.L^^?^. 

In a LETTER rotf Member of the 
University 0/ Cam bridge. 

By THOMASTTLE, M. A. 

Le£lurer of LynU'Regis in Norfolk, 

'^' LO N D O.N, 

Fronted for John W y a t, at the Roje ja 
St. PagPs Church-yard. }A dcc xviii. 
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OF T HE 



UtavtrGtfiifCamhf(lge, 

SIR, .';,■■"■';;.,.■ ;;.; ,,-:'j^: 

TH E intiduR and^ truly Chriftian 
Friendfhip that bu loiig palled^ iuid 
ftill contiaUK between usi calns °T 
all Occafipmof nuking aay Fr^^^yt 
thifl okr Ififeraaeet ttf OfmiOtr froceM. BtH. ^'W* (?^' 
Prejudice, hat from certain Reafons oilisiag m ttt 
i^ todderning riraLotd BiOiap o^flaijw-'s 
VrefervciK/t isASerijMtfMA Mrtisulaiiy as to 
Mr. tM's Performanil^.agaiiui |b^;^,M?^ ar^ 
ftJU tbe^me Friends whik tou think his to be 
the ftrongeff ahJihoB:' impartial Hecirtharhai 
appeared agaiaft his LordUiip, »ad I look upon 
A ? if 
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it as containing j 8 Pages of nothing but M'lC- 
andcrftandtngs of plain Tejfus, and either f^ife 
IVemiles or falje Confequences drawn troiij 
true ones: * .■':,}. 

■ Ujpqn your Defire at our laft Difcourfe upoli 
■this Argument, I" have put" together my Re- 
marks upon each He^ on wluch Mr. Laiv 
thought fit to renionftratc againft the Bilhop. 

raif^r; It would muaJi ifl^fc have cleared him 
of aR£lcl'^J&tfpicio^ to have left out his Apok^ 
fbry*. 5^A Cliar^ Jpoi^-liis %(i^_%pf no 
frient\j. e. as ah^Eiwimy] hhhe gpMOrdefs and 
neceffary Inflitutions ^f the Churchy as taking away 
the main Supports fljr oar Bilmofij as l^jying all 

great Safeguards to a B^ofs Charafter. 

His next Compliment is, That hit t^dpjif is 
ftfrepxtfd [faoe Hy'.snyiafilhis O^ frwrnh-f 
tope] » at oinOBtiirfsilCpajB wfcri everl^d- 
iierfa^ it fiMeftoMvllfraatiaish^^ wish dbuMiitce 

tf W<i. A'a«fcgSiwfcai4i<nof!4fci» ite vilA4e>>^ 
ihlj\f"f4>f^nfkis ^ifiiml/^f and A^ Sta4'i 

i^.pMv>*' ■^•-■^a ■-> .>^. ;•■ ■,:<v.,.'^ -V 

'■ 'iUitt'\i*c(iMii»fc**)4jo6il«//, wh».b«s(» edw-, 
hiehd(it<<iHitJ9Mliia(fe4>4n^l/>nlfl)i&'s;&mt«ws 

Kif Wt'KWfll &ii^^nnci.i^MS]iiff4ii>H 
s<I 07 iiil iliiiili ,,,,; -jlirlw jli.bi, i mSi jiIi lli,^ 
Mil Jtili ■JJM'! |!:h_,jn„ jb,;, .,:,, ihgiiciil :;;r 
ii'.niJilt<illL,»p^,i,-nhx-iriftii;i.;;..ii.'b3i£5qoi. 
'- ^ /, ' as 



(5) 

PHany.a? jAgftfjj] )i)€caufe fhea the People in 
VwQC, ky wtom it was recpmmoaded a$ good 
^rptejiant EjNjftrine,. or by yfhok J^^cial Xm^ 
ma»i the ^^rmon, was pi^blifbedi ■ might animad- 
yen^ upon a poop Author ; but to be brief, tljey 
are the JU^^r/i^i^i. and Ipofe .thmk^rj ; and if one 
might interpret. Mr- I^tr's full .Meaning .by 
tfi^t pf his OMjre Sanjguinp Primal ^ Dr. Sn4fe 
Caijd why the ,5f^()i»/lliould herein ditfer ftom 
his Prmcipaiy J cannot well fee] then by, tliefe 
X^ibmin^s you afeitQ underllaBd the Enemies of 
aK.Rea;ela^i(fn ;:4ifi4|by their being his l.ordjbi/s 
kg ft fi^ie^ds^ i§,. meant, than, (they are his mly 

FrieMflSfhis (mly.^if0»ds ; wheo the Doifor has fully 
^fvyer^d the .f C^^iSE?/Bg<? feat to him upon that 
notorious CaLm^% it may be a proper Seafon 
£ji: Mr. L^iv to hei^lear in his Meanings *tiU 
th^ it is e00ngh t<?; fayn thai; ?ho- neither ydu 
fUMj IjciiQw ofii*py; Writers who have given :#e^ 
pro9^hful N^s^io-^ny of tlie Bilhop's Adver- 
jwrjcs or WiwW .i»i the Aea(i)Cpmaicnd them for 
xpMi'm^ jlid :tei©*y ^theflftKi yfet i^^e veiy ,w§U 

^nOW f 5*« #^^4f^4^:,tfcai;.lH*V^ .left very f tod ^ft 

fi£,th(r!:C4*^y. %f^ "»Idng .Re%ei in,' P^r/^w/ 
]^ti^iq^l,af^\Cdum^s ^ aad 4:b^n tracii?g 
thwn i(>;far*aml]b»pRily.aSftft.llei.f0ufl^^ 

^, aoii very bafty.Jif not dii^ftly felfe] 4Ufi-! 
fifSy •«{* only QCthQif* Brethr^^^ but alfo of tlieir. 

— — ^—^ -^ '' ■ I I I I III I 11 ■ I i f 1 ^ . 
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^ferhrs, J^LAertmes be Frknds to my Lor dj 
l«^t(rdlhip knows them no fWthift- aS Friends^ 
then? as agreemg to the Truth ^Phis^prefent Ar- 
l^iment: and ^ that they art hb B-ie^ds in^nf 
Setiie whatever, is juft as fti"ong'4 Condiriion 
againfl: him as it is againft his AM;erfarie€^ that 
«fer(# if w^ ^ Pafift or Jacobkis bufHfM^mes thy 
Wfendta diffot^e the Protefiafk Chttnh^ and are 
ready to offer uf Jme>t[e to them fbrfo meritarioM 
im^Dijign. ' ' ■ . * • - ^ • ;'• 

Your Friend, tho* juft entring u^n the Point 
6i Sincerity^ prefents uS ^vith[ a Specimen of his 
Amhle dealing in hi^ general Charge upon the 
Btfhofj as bei^ ^g^^^ ^^ ff>od Orders^affdnecef 
fary- Inflitutions (^ the^ Churih; wHich Ckat^ge in 
the/next * Page k^ thdt he declares againli the 
'jifithority cf^ the Church, H6f e the general AH-^ 

ehotipj^h [I feapj ddfignodly cenfiwnded with 
diet Ataharity Which refpeas only PO&d^OrAers 
Md neeeffaty Injiitnthh. Bttt * ^e tilete thefimi ^ 
Cannot the S^q^pc*^ any^J6therf|!«ie Pr«?r^i***i 
deriy feveral - Irift^inccs o£ AttfhhrUyj '^ifijiiftlj^ 
but commonly attVlbU!fe<f *t<^ thc'^hitrelii "WHh- 
out; denying n^n ' AUtliorityvin MAtftir^ W'OrA 
^j allowed ^Q^be -goodj ^M i^$tutieit$ alk^^ 
R) be necejf^ry ? Or whett he had>ioft €*frfi>;ie*^ 
iingled out ins Inftances of adtheritativfe* Jtidg-i 
ments in the a/iff air SK)f Confiiei^te^ and t^ierrnit SaU 
"uationy can it be eandid ifl 'any^ AdverfSfry to 
make Iiim thereby deny every Inftance ox Au- 
thority in all Cafes tvhatever ? 

^" • — "'^i ; »■' ' [.^ ' "' : . .. " 

em 
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3ut to cod^ to his pa^liiK;uU^CK;^ioll5^ r 

t%.'ti^ ilrefs Ui$ txir^fhip layfi upon the Gompyre- 
hep^ve Viituq of Swctfrwj, or'./j?/«gr*tjii^ftijltrf; 
wb|ic(i. beii^ a Point, wherein. .i^t only-' tlw 
Wrfil^r, but aU others tha&TigVfl (^poKdlm 
Lordfliip, haveigrdly inifundei-ilQod him, and 
con&unded txtth: tbemfelves and their Reaidets^ 
i(wJ4beprq[:^t9ftate,.the tru^NocionOf th» 
!r«riiu and E^^e^ons asufed and detigncdfewthc 
.fljDiic^. a4i(l tUeoce to ihowhpw weaUy-or 
beryerJIy' thf y have<^pofed \W9y My t]^.ia&Bt 

\{\&ei^i9^Sim(ritj is <» red,pifpcfitioira.KA\Si^ 
i^fiW>ar to kn^. tksWili ofGod^ and the trtmi^^ 
-r»- ■_ it^orjhipgih poking the.hefipfeofoufFacifltitt^ 



wid^faJl the Hel^ f^orded m hj FroyideKefor ihatk 
PMrpoJe, .and topraHUe aecor.dit!gly* ; 

^hen It is ^id tiiac the V^-w^r.^of Godfii^am 
ihis'rfal Smerity, no more is ^laid, , ixkt that G'OiL 
h tafJtifiMOM,QfiodBefs of hii aUfer/eii Nafwv^ 
aai.Cpvfrnment -over. ratibntiCreati/rfs^ ma^ ht 
^Mpfid fff affrt^^^fird.reward ,thU reiigiem :Pfi9* 
iyifvbecaufc, mjfcby it is -,tlie proper Objefl; 
of htaDivine Loye,and Regard, and no Ailitni^ 
jPrqf^flxon,os'^«iceedingsiot:'Mep [call them hf 
what religious. A!fiff» you pkafe] aab^xt^ 
a^cptablc to himhatjuelf odj as tiovv fratu.xhcB 
Prineifle. 

When it is laid, in Confe<iu»tee^ that sbh ?if 

VBur of God e^ftajly foHom tvery. equal Degfee i^ 

this Sincerity, tluis mucli is meant as an evident 

£)eifu£lion, that, w threar^^At^trentDmeta^' 

Militietf 



JbAititii mii Offmimitissili '^gefSrit Wei, md 
atfd^jy^es: 'if- Siheetityj '■ bi* tJrtitj'religiotk'-EpUed- 

Dadioi^nHtktifmiftlliMi them mPr^itoil'ifjI'i^ 
BigriifiU-Wim-ttiaiSiffm fag** it'ttttiff 
thui.ftttow, fit'tioeWal, i"*. teaf » Gfbti'tes 
m»> regard to thii'-**!* ^adH Siefl({in,'hi^ mm 
rag»ntft iwiSi^fefo tlW'i»feo*!i3 orwHteH'li* 
HSdi'kiatbd-feifehtSuijea! ^BSfBwetnrteht; 
. Ttte' E/eiS 6f' God's ■fi«iM)',;th«s 'fbHowins 
riM(StoCT»o;-55, that ail goxt^Heri; in«verjr Agi? 
Nuioii, ajiS PfdfefEon, WHI find' themfelv?s 
proportionably and happily concerned -Brit, to" 
*«if /»»!■« and 'final Adijifttsgc! '■ N* rfn* «* 
ttetobe t^tialtf gloriped and rc^varded, becauf^ 
e^aily ftntere, {ii this Writer moft haftily and 
^orantly concludes from his Lordjhip's Expref- 
fions,] but thatj having all their unfortunate Er- 

■ TOriaiid unavoidable Miftakes-fi^elypardoiied, 
*tfsre to be rewarded in Prtfortiou to the virru- 
&y&"^alif cations they are feverally endowed 
with/oy the' honeft and fmcere Ufe of the dilFe- 

' rent' Degrees of Light and Knowledge they have 
eajoydd ; drid as G^ Ihal! fee tbecn pted and 
(irepared ffai'. GodlsfoppSfeS'iB+ewarffSnrcsr 
riey »'/ut/i, nptr'Sy makirig-tfe' fiiicere ftifiJ* 
aqnally glorified Snanotherftiiire.w'iththefiteiffe 
Clafi^ian ; not ske fihcere CSi-^With'of ibv?cr'Fa;;i 
cultiesand meaner Advancenjentsin theKjlow'- 
kdgeofGod and Religion, with'o»«iereqaaIly 
iincere Chrijtiart of nobler Acdontpliftim'ents and 

• Qualifications ; but by malting e.rery ones.S>»- 
cerity Che-Gnwfftjcf his being acce^dtz/tf/F, and 

thea 



then rewarding Wrn alccording ib the good ufe 
he has -made of the Akmber of 7"^?/^/^/^ committed 
to hiiil. He that in the Gafnel had bat fve 
TalentSj and tv^as recompenccd bat with fiv^ 
Cities^ was equally Faithful^ gnd as cermnljy 
tho* not eciuany rewarded with him that had /^»; 

k was as thucH aS he could juftly imagine or Wilh 
ibr, to be frofortionaUy vt'wtLvditdy^nA tho' he 
was equally jincere in hisSt^tiony yet that Station 
given him by his,L(?r^^ W^ not fuch ai's could 
quaHfy him for the fame Dignity that his Fellow 
Servdnt had :; Notwithftanding which, his Sift- 
cerity was re^i^arded asfuch. 

Tfes Notion of the Avaiicablehefs6f&/rc^r//7j 
is further illuftrated and confirmed bj^ St. Baul^ 
m that moft ufeful arid remarkable Difcourfe of 
his in vilew. i'. where he fays, njer^ ii. there ii 
no re^iB of Perfons with God. i. c. all Men, of 
what Nation or Profeflton fbever, (hall be pu- 
nifhed or rewarded iii Proportion to their Neg- 
Jeft'lSrlnfiprbvement of the federal Degrees of 
Light ^ aiW- knowledge afforded them m this 

Lite. ' Tef\ 12. For as fftany of have finned tvith^ 
wr/ [revealed} Law^ finilt aUo pertp without [being 
condemfmid by^ repealled j Law^ and as nt^ny gs. 
kave fin^din Imdef the Light of] ihe [rcveaJe^} 
Law^ (bail be jitdgedhythe [Rules oftlkt} Law; 
and in like piannei^.'iOT tht lavour of Qody ind 
his ReH^arils: Afer. i^. For vfhen the Qentil^s^ which 
have Hot the [revealed] Law^ do ly Natttte the 
thiri^ to^titned in the [Mofal} Li^by th^fe are a 
Lapfjihitothepnfelvesj andcOkifequetuity)' ^11 be 
^k ^Urifhalt tK:cording to their im;{k*ofcrements 
' *•' B under 
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uhdfer their leffer Advantages of fjiere natural 
l^eafoa ; for ver. 26. If the Uncircumpifiov^ which 
is by Nature J keep the Rigktcoufnef^ of the Law^ 
[ifeveo a Heathen htfincere in the Praclice of 
Moral Duties, b^ the upright ufe of his Jleafon,]. 
fbaR. kot his UncirAumcifionpe counted for Circumcp- 
fion? Le* he fhall as certainly have his Rewardj 
proportionate to his Improvements, as if he had 
aQually lived within jthe Covenant. of a KeveU^ 
ihn^^ And ask your Friend, S/r, whether the 
three following Ke r^i do. not evidently prove, 
that, while External Church-Memherfaif mz.Y% 
very often be attended with no otfa/er FK^ife but 
^hat of Men^ the Fraife [or Favour] of Gad Mr 
lows imvard Sincerity zs fueh. 

In fine, whether in. the Chfiftiai^ ofUnbelieve^ 
ing World, we all allo^v the different .Degrees of 
Abilities, Advantages, and Opgortunitfes of 
different Men, to be feverai pifpofafe of Prwi-- 
dencey as touch as all the diffprcnt Pejrib£lipas of 
AnimsL^y rational and irrational are*- rApd'l^ 
more a Derogation fronj the juftke;^aBui Wif- 
domofthe Divine QQvernnaentVtQ prpportioa 
ISlta^s future State to, what, hatli been gi^vea to 
them to improve witlial in riE«jf, tlnan; i| wa?! ^^n- 
tqualio i God not to lia^^e roade ey^sry Sving. 
Creature k\ Man^ every H^^» X^xoi^jPjulef^ 
and eyj^ty Philofopher^n J^^^f ..i ^,.^1 :^ 

Haying thos ftated the N(«ion oiSiftceritr^ or 
a tv\Ayrreiigk)us Printipley.in the' S^fe :i)f his 
LardflnY^ awiof all tfe@|e*whp with himj^eipidea-* 

Tour:.ti* maintain the ,Dig^ qf 

....:ij :-• ^ which 



^Mcl^isr' merely Formal ^ Exfirnat^ ^rOiP&tithal; 
'twill beceaty to find with wliat Succefs his Jd^ 
"uerfatties have flppofcd him, and with how much 
Senfe and Reifon they have raifed a Clamour 
jftgainft one of the mm Eminent and Virtuous 
BiQiops that have adorn'd the Chriftian World* • 
Let Mr. Lawy whofe Performance has been fo 
piuch approved by the reft, and particularly by 
Dr. SnafCj be taken for gtf) Inftanc^ in the 
Argument before us. 

- Infteid'Of firft duly confidering what that 
religious S//;tf^/>y is, uport which my Lord of 
^Mgor founds the Security of all lioneft Minds, 
fhisAutlior,- giving a loofe Rein to his own 
heated Imagination, makes iife of an Idea of 
Sheer ity^ the very Rtverfe of what the Bijbof 
and every' feafonable Man upon Earth would 
have ever thought of; and in bis chief CW^ir 
Hers whereof, you would think he were defcri- 
t>ing not a' Virtt4€^ but an Ahomination. Page 5. 
By ^ftncere Religionift, he means [and my Lord 
Bifhop muft be made to mean no more than] 
one that is nop a Hyfocrite. Now is the not 
teing ^ Hypocrite the full Notion of being cSwrcr^? 
Pid ever any Divine^ befides Mr. Lawj repre?- 
fent fo noble a Firtue by a mere N^gat'we ? What 
thinks he of the openly Carelefs and Negligent^ 
as to all Enquiries into particular Ways ot reli- 
gious Worfhip ? Muft we call them fmcere^ bt^ 
<aufe they are fo bare faced as to be no H^focriie^i 
Hypocrify confifts in not being ov not doing wliat 
a Man zealoufly profeffeth himfelf te h or 15 
do : but the Man that does not fo much as fret 

P f mi 
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tend, to do what Mr- L<^^ ?ind / ,i»ay cfteeci 
neceflaryj cannot be ftikd a Hyfocrite^ i^n^ yqt 
we may jtJftly look upon liitn as t^QA-^mre^ v/z^ 
in the beft Ufe of the Informations iato, ancf 
Perfwafions he had concerning the. l^j^^rps of 
. his Duty. ; V 

Can this Writer then, or his Admirer? forf 
bear blufhing, when he fays, he has not tvrefie4 
his Lord/hips Meanings when l)e reprefept? hicft 
as brwging all Religions upon the Le^el^^ with re^ 
fpsSt to ftmere Men? MuftCk/y^i'^i/j'i [the Re- 
ligion that affords fo raaay fupcrior Adyantagep 
toward QuaHficatiojis and Degreesjof iGpodiief^ 
that will lit its Profeffpr? for a greater and fifir 
gular State of future Glpry,] l^ pecelfadly r«t 
duced to an Equality with others,: even the 
moft erroneous Religions, becaufe uncler them 
a truly honeft well-ipeaning Perfon, [not wil- 
fully rejefting or neglefting any Advantage? 
toward a better Light,] may by the Mercy of 
God, not fuffer Eternally for his Misfortune, or 
may be recompenced in Proportion for what he 
does ivell? Does the Honour qf Revelation fuffer, 
by fuppofiiig every JDegree of Moral Virtue 
under the mere Light of Nature to be fqitably 
rewarded ? . This were a Vropofttifin indeed of un^ 
friendly JfpeSi to Chriflianity , but ^tis none of 
the Bifhop's, V// emirely Mr. h^iW^sown; and 
I requcft of him to be lb condefcending as to 
allow, God njsy ibpW his Favour to Sincerity iji 
#1^ Men ; and yet, sis to the Talents feverally 
fonamittcd to them, aiid the Rewards accompa- 
nying then}> to perpjt hini to do^ tphat he mil wit^ 
his\own. ' • Vag^ 



, P^. 4. This Gentlemfin's Notion otSimerity 
is, tf Man^s being in EameH\ and then if the 
Uifbofs Dpftrine be true, a dreadful Scorm of 
Cpnlequences is to fall upon tliia Church; for be 
that burns aChriJiiar/^ or knocks out hi$ Brains 
upon Account of Religion, (nufl: be concluded 
fo be in Earnest ; thpfe ^iiat: called o^t for vurHq-^ 
n^iour^s Crmtfix'\on could never be in jeH\ .and 
,cven Quaker Sf .Jiantersy Muggletonians^ ^^J^% 
jand Fifth Monarchy I^m^ mzy be in as much 
EarneH 2iS a Church of England Ma^n. Well, and 
what then? Why, thence. it fdilpws, that, ao- 
pording tp my good Lord of Bangor^ the Perfe^ 
enter and fhe Cr«<://f^r were ^ wuch in the Fa^ 
[nfour of God^ ^nd had tk^fame Title to a Rcivardy 
fs the Jfpfiles and the Martyrs ; and the DeiSi^ 
Quakery Presbyterian^ &rCt are all m the Eye of 
God as "godd iN^en ai^d.trAie as the Church cf 
Englanfl Man ; ^nd .fp adieu to Chrijliavityy ahd 
to ih^ Chs^mh'l V . ^ : » 

Mr, Latpj by making i)fe of the Words, being 
in earnefiy when appliedj^ p Itffidelsy Petfecutorty 
?ind Seharies^ nay, and of the. Term iifneeripy 
pqoy with refpeft to the fame Perfons, appears 
mod evidently to have defigned to^ confound its 
Meaning, ^pd to play with the; Word under a 
quite contrary Notion p th^t ia whjjch he fu{l- 
pofed all would underfiaod it when applied to 
Chrifiiansy Churchmen y and Friends. Let him 
judge whet:her I mifreprefeQt him or no by lib 
own Words, wherein he fuller defcribes the 
very Sincerity which belays bis Lord^ip would 
fain liave the Favour of God annexed CO, and 

follow 



iWlow equally {'tut he i^iw/^^/gdod Man^ in 
great 2ieai to Chrifii^^ity and the (Churchy woirfd 
difixMrage^ as nbt'fitto be relied upoh, />. 8> 9* 
{)ar'Sin€erityy{^ys he, maybe cft^pf charged with 
<xuilt\ ptis very odd that a thing fuppoled to be 
.a^ Virtue j nay, a heeejfary Principle in Keli^M^ 
-p. 6- Ihould be charged with- Gdilti] Not as if 
hue^W^e gfiilty becakje we are fmcerey but becaufe it 
;nmjbe our Fault :thdt -rve are hearty and fixcere m 
^/uck a0d fuchfS gtc^imded Opi^^ [That is, ^in* 
icerity'caMnot poflttrty be charged with Guiltj^ 
but.R^nefs' arid Negligencey which however is 
the feme thing with &Vw^/>r, when a Writer 
is.pleafed to make it fo, may be fd charged.^ 
For you muft nottf, that (bmetimes Sincerity^ as 
HoWe a Principle ai5^ it is, >^i^ '^t-^^^ (f 

fome ill ConduB ef l0ur otp'ny fame Irregularities^ or 
Jkufe cf 6ur Facfd^esy may be controlled by ill 
Jpahifs a^ . g^^^i^f' Behaviour y by federal faulty 
W^Sy by which People may cloudy arid prejudice 
yhcif Vnderpar^iH^Sy Wd ihro^ thmfeti/es into a 
nmy 0dd way of thMki^.' ■ And hef e^i a- beautiful 
Defeription of rd^ibtes Sincerity iQT\S!^\ a Prin^ 
ciple to be valued fo highly, that without it all 
mm^Bffeeidm Jfpearahces of Religion (fays our 
AxaltiOty f. <$;) oTjB nothing worth. But pray take 
tOaaoi here' tHi*^ this Virtue is bred different 
Ways in diflferdntf iCen •, in Martyrsy ^qd fuch 
as We the Chur^yYis a real Difpofition and En-- 
deavour to know ^ahd^ -praBife God^s H^/, without 
vwldlyor lufifulPirepoffeSionsy or negleB of ufng 
'^ Means within 6i&JPawer ; but in Jews^ Deifts^ 

piff^^ir^y and the iike, ^tis nothing but the 

V.';:- :■'•"' .....,•' Spawn 



(15) 
Spawn oi Irregulmty^ GuUti ^^ ConiuB^ Pre^ 
judice, and the jtuje of FaculMs. And there*^ 
fere. Reader, be fure [under Fain of OM un» 
derftanding one Word of Mr. JUn^'s Chargd 
upon the Bifbop, as be defign^d you fbould] tor 
;ake this ufeful Word ia the Lump, withoutt 
enquiring what k fignifies, and then his Lord^ 
ihip is condemned in a Trice, and nothing bk 
wsmting but to get Church Execution done up^ 
oil hiax> for then the Ibilpwing Confequences artt 
ail im own^ viz. 

The Jeii^s [ the headftrong and pre)udiceil 
part of thcto] cruqified our blejOfed. Saviour^ wha 
meant them AOthgig but P^age and Salvatioiu 
And a Man would think fodi Criminals again^ 
Heaven fhoukl be certainly excluded from iu 
No, no, there is ^Senfe whereij) they might be 
fincere^ i. e^ irregular ^ and guUfy <f ill Halnts^ &Crf 
and in that Senfe £it feems] the Bifi^of deqlares" 
them fit for Heay^Oi for tbey did if in eameSti-A 

Again, Here are a Sett of Map amongftiv^ 
called Dei^4yi\ Shaker Sy ^nd Prfsiyferiami- th^. 
cefii^.what 11^ <^(leen), tp |]^ the is^ re^ibniif) 
Ue:|t,eligipn,aqd; W^ land as fo dotng 

w}i2tp;can w^ th|nk of th^ra? Never be trou^ 
bkd [about thepi^ i^ys my LoKdf their SiHceri^ 
L (^•:their faulty aiU^ C^d^£t^wi^ c^^ thi^ 
iafe.into another eWorld ;:&r //^ Man he sots. 
Hjfocrite^^tM no matter tvhat Reiigion he is ^ . , i 
: ; I will help ^ui; ;4LUthpr te /oqe iprt of Pe^l4i 
more to augmqnt.l^ Catalogue, ;w:|ioa}, IdaflCi 
^y^ he of^utted out .of pure ^ifi^- Nature wik 
Chriftiaa C9mP^Ui^> add chat i& the Pafijt^, 



Th'dfe Men maiintairi feveral ftrartge Opinioiis 
deftruftive of the Charch of Englandji and nor 
fhiagwill fatisfy them but the Hry Heart? 
Blood of ev^ery Body [as being daitinable Here^^ 
/oftf/rjf] that differ from them. Now tlio'. the Bi- 
fis>^ oi Bdngmr feems to have no real kiridncff 
for chtefe Mens Religion, yet 'tiis plain he Iia^ 
lb faf forgot himfelf ?ts to write a Prefervative 
iff their Behalf. Suppofe them fi^cer^ [is the Bi^ 
fliop here again njadie to fay]] and be idi no Pain 
about them ; for who can doubt but the MaP 
iicre of Piris and the Butchery in Ireland Were 
committed in fetfeit EarneH ? And fo of ii 
many People as you pleaife,- even of King 
George h Friend , that is fuppofed ' ta 
tamper with the Friendis of the Pretender ; foi^ 
the faijour of'Qod foUom Sifkefity^ nay ei^naHf 
fblbfp^ every equal Degree of it. 

c.But I miuft not omit to obferve how visffy 
juft and exaft your Friend is iii this Comparifin^ 
wherein God and the Ch^^uh of Ef^tdnd are rngft 
femiliarly put in the place of each other. Up^' 
Oft the Bilhop^s Priridples a^ft^^w attempting 
Cput of a full Perfaafidn it is liiiRieligioUs Du^j 
ta fet up a Pretender againft feftig GEO RXx^e; 
may be toW;- his S^iw^/^/ V^iti -yiii:^ fecare faittf 
thel^avour of G(?^: Why 'thSffy ^ys MnJM^,* 
69^ muft fup-fofe the' Man that hills' him fo to^bi^ 
Friend t0 KJni^ G E Q R Q%^rQw&nmentii^^ 
if an Emny of Kkig^ G £ Jt © « ^i may be in 
rh^Fafvour of GOD^ a fr/^;^ii to King GEORGE 
hiio toore' to King Gf £ RO k^s'G^ernmm 
than an Eneff^. - Take it n^ Wkh i^if^ta 

tlitf 
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the Churchy the Bifliop tells all Parties their Sin^ 
cerity is enough {i. e. enough to excufe them for 
any unhappy Miftakes ih Sej^ration, and to 
procure them that fropdrtio^ahte Favour or Re- 
ward they fh^ll be feVerailly found hereaticr 
fitted and qualified for.] Says he fo? replies* our 
Jluthor y then their Sincerity ought to fatisfy the 
CHURCH toOy and keep her from cenjuring and 
branding them for rvilful SCHISMATIC K^S. 
And fo GOD and his Favour is ALLj and the 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND'S Favour figmfics 
nothing. The Bi/bop has not fpoken one Word in 
Recommendation of her Communion^ but^ as far as 
I knotVy maf think it his Duty to undermine the 
Foundations of the CHURCHi 

Thus, Sir, has. your Friend drawn upon his 
Lbrdihip thefe mortftrous and abfurd Confequcn^ 
cesy by either ignorantly or defignedly perverting 
And confounding the main Term^ and cafting 
it, like Duft, in his Reader's Eyes, under a 
Senfe quite oppofite'to what He plainly meant 
it to fignify, and which Mr. La%v him{t\i mn^ 
oeeds have been confcious would have firmly 
fupported the Truth of whatever my Lord has 
afferted upon this Head. 
. To convince you of whicby or at leaft to give 
Satisfiiftion to others, I will novv on the other 
hand fuppofe [contrary to what appears] that 
he has kept ctofe to tlie Terwy and meant, tlic 
fame by Sincerity as his Lordfhip did. Let "Jcrvs^ 
Deiftsy Crucifiersy and SeSfariesy be all granted 
fincere ; in the Senfe wherein Bdievers and 
Churchncn are fi)^ and what are then tl^ Bf 
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( xB D 
fhop^s Confequences ? Why, nothing kfs (it 
fcems) than that the Crudfier and the hfidel 
muft have the fame FavouTj nay, the fiime De^ 
gree of Reward with him that is kurm for the 
Truth ; and fincere Turks^^ Deijlsy &c. are in aU 
Refpects iipon the fam^ Bottom \yith the Chri^ 
pan. That's a great Affertion! his Lordlhip 
muft be thought very free indeed in difpenfing 
out the Dhine F&vmrs without fufficient War- 
rant, if lie intended nothing iefs than ^his. He 
affirms, 'tis true, that proportionable Favour fol- 
lows every Degree of Sincerity^ but where do 
you find him afferting, that therefore equal Re^ 
ivards and Degrees cf future Glory muft he dit- 
penfed to ally however differently qualified by 
the equally fincere Ufe of the different Degrees of 
Religious Knowledge and Advantages afforded 
them by Providence in this World? For that 
Sincerity may be acceptable as fuch^ and yet all 
equally (incere Men not he equally .vcw2,rdedy is 
what I have proved above'; and,dK)' Mn Law^s 
Words would make the Bifliop' conclude the 
contrary, there is nothing in his oivn thatleacfe 
to any Rich' thing. .' 

Nay, has not your Friend himfelf fallen into 
the very Notion oi^t\i^^ Favour ofGody as meant 
by his Lordfbipy towfard p/ieere Perfons in Error^ 
intf yet ftopt Ihor^of the Confequences ht ib li- 
berally throw supon JE^iw ? For ^ hofe^ [p. &.'} 
there, u MARC T in Store for aU forts cf.PeofU 
[ I fiippofe he mssim^^ncere ones J however erro^^ 
neous in their Way ^ mrjhifmg Qifvi And pray^ 
§ir,. <tan * t4iere be 4Jci Mercy, withoiut • fiippofing 
' * L> there 



dMTC fmtBs-h^lSti^high^^ If there caiif 

then I hjopc' there may be FaiM>ur too upon the 
fettle Foodj ^rithout concluding that if fincerei 
Turks orjetvs may h^^c Mercy and Favour j the* 
Unhlkivi^ ^ they muft therefore be rewarded 
even forgot believing^ nay, and equally reward- 
ed with thofe that do believey or that there muft 
be no fuperior Blejfednefs of believing^ no Hafpi- 
n^fs of the Qbfpel Revelation [/. e. in Mens em^ 
bracing a Religion abounding with greater 
Means; for qualifying tliem for greater Happi- 
aeisjbejaufe there is piofortionable tho' not equal 
' BlelTedndi and Happinefs to flncere Obeyers 
of the mere Light of Nis^ure. 
.-t^^tfib Confi5C|uences drawn from Scripture dif- 
cover eithen great Inattention, or elfe a wilful 
Defign tQ fmpofe upon the illiterate, and are 
therefore exceedingly unworthy to be. Qflrere4 
againft a Learned Btjbop. 
'.vPag.rj. 'Our Saviour declared, that thofe who 
believed fbaild be favedy but thofe who believed 
not jhoiild be, damned. And the Apoftle afTures 
us, theire is no^ Name under Heaven given unui 
Mcny whereby they can be favedy but Jefw, Chrifi^ 
I appeal: to : any impartial Reader , if youf 
Friend's apparent Defignfroni thefe Two Pap . 
(ages be not to infinuate, that, according to thi» 
Gofpel Covenant^ the World is divided into Tw9 
Parts, that ofChriftians^ and that q( Unbelievers^ 
an^ that npne but Chrijiia»s [nay, and there- i$ 
reafoh to fufpeft thstt by Chrtftians he meahs 
Church of England Men only, or perhaps Noj^ 
jurors']^ fhall efcape Eternal Damnation, whilQ 

C ? ^ there 
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there is not an intelligent Inftqireter in the 
World but underftands the Dcfmnation lb fevered 
ly threatned in the Gofpel to refpeft none but 
thofe to whom the Gofpel is fairly offered, and 
hy whom it is obftinately rejected or difobeyed. 
Nay, in dire£t Contradiftipn to his own Ccmclu^ 
fion, in the foregoing Page he fays, there u Mercy 

to all^ however erroneous^ and yet here he 

agrees with his Lordlhip, that all Unbelievers 
are not infmcere^ and at the (ame time makes 
him conclude, that tho' [according to an extra-* 
vagant Suppofition] fome of them were fmcere 
and yet damn^d^ they were fiiU in the fame Favoux 
of God as thofe that were faved. ' * 

Of the fame Piece is, his Treatment of St. 
PauPs Cafe. / am the leafiy faith he, of thii 
A^files^ not ft id be, called an Jpoftlej becaufel 
ferfecuted the Church of GhriH. Behdd! toys 
Mr. Law J the Jfojile charges himfclf with Guilt 
notwithftanding his Sincerity. What ! /was he 
guilty in the very fame refpeft in which he was 
Jincere^ not ft to be called an Jpojlle upon Account 
of that very Principle^ for which himfeif dcchves 
^ he obtained Mercy f A reafonable Man would 
have thought it were enough to underftand 
St. Paul as exprefling and lamenting the Un- 
happinefs of his unbelieving State, and of the 
immoral Ads therein committed, in Compari-* 
fon with that of his being a Chrijlian and an 
Jpojlle \ but to pronounce himfelf ^i;^///; upon 
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Account of n^ire ignorant Unbelief j i. e. unavoi- 
dahle Ignorance or Error in Matters of Ofinion^ is 
what the Jpofilc no more intended, nor is any 
more confilient with Truth, than to fuppofe h^ 
ihould in this place defire that neither the Gala- 
tiansj nor any other Church he preached to, 
ihould llile or treat him as an Afoftle^ who in 
another declares he tvas not a Whit behind the 
chief efi Afoftles^ i Cor. 1 1. 5* 

St. PauPs Cafe was plainly this : He was 
guilty in one Refpeflt , notwitliftanding his Sin^ 
cerity in another. As he was a Perfecutor [1. e. 
as fufFering himfelf to fall into thofe Principles 
that led him to perfecute"] he could not be fincere ; 
becaufe to deftroy Mens Lives for their mere 
Profeffion of a different Religion [which their 
Confcienc^ is iuppofed to oblige them to] is fuch 
an Invafipn upon the common Right of Man- 
kind, is fuch a Breach of Humanity, and a 
Violation of all the Diftates of fociable and 
reaibnable Nature, that no Man can fall into 
the Principles that prompt him to it without 
wilful Inconfideracy, and a grofs Negleft of the 
Means of knowing better* And the Highway 
Man ov^ Adulterer may be as well conceived to 
be Jincere as a religious Murderer can be. S^ 
far indeed St. Paul may be faid to have beeh 
fincerey that confiftently with himfelf he ad^ 
up to his Principle, he had no double hypocri- 
tical Vie ws^ he offended not out of maliciom 
Wickednefsy his ultimate Aim was^ the Glory of 
Godf and while he was fif^ully perfuaded that 
%operfegut^ Was doing God i^ervice^ yetbc vras 

fimire 



jS^wftf^ia a£ting a^'eeahly to fiscb a'Perfixa6oii« 
Thk latter was his m^^Q ignorant U^lief \ and 
tho^upon the /crw^r Account he wasgu/lty^ yet 
ih fJw :he was capable of Mercys and /wisr^^ A&r* 
€)fj i.l^im* I. 13. As .did alfo (feveral at Icaft 
of) tht Crniif^rs d£ our Lord;, .(4^^ ^. 17, ic). 
Biit.'ic ^yas for Mr. L^ir^s Turn to confbuiid 
thefe Things togetlier. 

And now, «$/>, after ^aferious Refleftion upon 
'h&n L^fcV Way of treating this Argument, ask 
y6ijr fdf 7*'^ it ai^ bisLordjbip or his Adverfaries^ 
that advance DoBrines xxihichnoiVords can enough 
4fifrjLy\Ztid jhocking Ofinionsy givh^ Nmnbers of 
flhrijtiansi great.Offenctj 4inJitcntfaiiStwg Common 
Sfpfi akd^ylatn Scripture.- Demand of bim again, 
mho they: are, tliat in the worft Notion^ and Ex- 
t^aS^ make all Keligims^ M Cim^ch^ aliie ? Th< 
ISf^fy with all Gonfidedng Bror^fiants^ fixes the 
Kilapyre qf true ' !&%/(?% [with refpeft to /«i^ 
%AmQi^m th^Sin^miyh^ ufes ifithd Gboiceiof 
|ib';I^iaciples. s-Sfo/j^/i^f will fave^the Ignorant 
f[oai Damnatioffy aiid fecure to iMily{\xch Reward 
ti^they! ihaU befogndTeverdly firt^ for, and 
faapai^e of: Whfle yet fome Vrdfffims of Religi- 
IMitoay.i)c attfended with far happier Ajdvanta- 
ties toii^ard qualify irig^ Men fori, much higbef 
&!^^d^<rfaFuturc ffdicity than dthei'sl. Whereas 

ttdy'Whoikffirni Sincerity is noit^berAied upon^ 
1^ radkt tttue 'Rv^i^ny truQ CkrilHan Church 
MsmbeT'^if to confift in a bare SobmifHon tq 
the( A<idiority^ of the G^i^ai^x 0^ '^tb^' Church they 
iwpptotaiivc.ia; they, i fay, xmkt all R^igir 
09^s. alike yyfith .a-\^itncfe^ b©caufe then ever^ 
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Church muG: bt equajly goad to every Mail fo 
relying up6n it : For ir trae Religion faves US| 
and all true Religion oonfifts in Reliaiiice upo^ 
4iid Submiffion to the Church wc are d^ then 
all Religions mufth^ dike to all Men whofe SiA^ 
miffion is equally implicit. Let the Inftance be 
given in the Church of England ; if Sulmfffian ta 
the Church cf England ht what makes an Engl^ 
Man a Chrifiiany the Church of England can be 
no better than any oi:her Church, wliere ther^ 
is the fame Degree of Submiffion paid by Mem^ 
bers to its Guides. Let Mr. Law try wliethef 
what fuch Gentlemen as Mr. Trafp have fakf^ 
will in the leaft refcue their Caufe from thk 
fatal Confequence. The I^fturer * grants the 
Bijhop to be right in affirnnng, That the Church 
of England is founded upon the Nohle Claim of the 
Right of Chripians to judge for themftlves. It isfa^ 
fays he, but then ^tis founded up^n Another Claim 
tooy which /V no lefs Nohle \ I mwn^ that of a Rtglk 
in her felfj of keittg abfolutely -obeyed^ in Matters 
mher indifferent imhemfel'ves^ or D IFFICULT 
€<> ie anderftood : 'As mucji as to (atyithe Churek 
vf England is founded upon a Noble Claim^ which 
isfuperfeded by Another direitty contrary Claim^ anJL 
fats 'no Claim at all ; or in other Words, isfoumC^ 
hd upon a Claim fo Noble^ as evidently to make tM 
Churches dike. -* 

- If. The rifext Cliarge upon the Bifliop is, A^.tlk 
Vncmcern hejhd^s ^ab^ut r-egulof^ u e. iininterrupf^ 



■*•••• * • • • 



■ { ' 

4 . . * \ 



ifd Suiceffion ijfa certain Order of Men in the Zhurcl}\ 
as Minivers. In this Point the Bifbof was fo 
dear and exprefs, that no candid Reader could 
iniftake him as to the Succeffian^ Ordei^^ and Re^ 
gularity intended by him ; he plainly meant th6 
Succejjion maintained by the Nonjurors who have 
\ fefarated themfelvesj the Succeffion claimed by 
the Church of Kome^ and fo infifted upon by 
her J as to exclude and nullify all Church Mini- 
ftry that is not derived from her ; an uninter^ 
runted Suction y the Truth, of, and neceflary 
Reliance upon which, was denied and ftrenu* 
CMifly oppofed by our pious Reformer s^ and upon 
that Denial the very Reformation is built. This 
45 what his Lordfhip calls a Dream^ a Nicety^ 
and a Triflei . , . : 

Mr. Law is one of the many who in their ,Ac- 
tufatibns of the Btfljof upon this Head, founded 
all their Arguments, and thruft upon us alltheir 
Conclufions in Clouds of Terms .and Phrafef 
blended and confounded together, as jf they 
Were one and the fame, while no Things are 
more really diftinft from and more oppofite to 
one another. Authority derived from Rome he 
makes to be the fame with the Authority of 
ChriH ; Succeffion of Minifters is the fame with 
him as Romijh uninterrupted Succeffion ;- an j 
Church the fame as the Goffel ; and thus for 
Eight Pages together,* he kys about lym with- 
out Mercy ; always triumphing over, bis Lord- 
fiifj under no Banner but that of the Pope. 
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Thus, for^ Inftance : His Lordfhip, in that" 

excellent Paragraph qf his Prefervative^ p^ 9.7, 

98, tells the Laitjy that God^s favour^ BenediSti- 

on^ and Absolutions not defending ufon Regular i^ 

ties and Niceties., but difpenfed by himfelf according 

to the inward Difpojitions and Qualifications of 

them who wait for hitn^ is fo far from leaving them 

Cof the Laity] to arty undue freedom and Latitude j 

to any Difregard of the Pence and Unity -of Chrijti^ 

ans^ that it will make them confcientioufly follicitous ■ 

about ity and refblved to prefer nothing before />, 

except Purity and Confcience. — — That their In- 

^^^^ity before God^ a ftncere Difpojition to fearch 

afier his'WUly and to receive Truthy in the Love of 

the Truthy whenfoever and by whowfoever ojferedy 

will lead them [^as it ought all of ui] not to be afraid 

of the Terrors of Meny or the vain Words of RE^ 

GULAR AND UNINTERRUPTED Succefft- 

ons. Novir what is the Refuit of this ? Nothing 

lefsy fays Mr. LaW, than that no KJnd cfORDl- 

NATIONy or MISSION of the Clergy, is of any 

Confcquence or Moment. What? no KJndy be-- 

caufc not that KJnd which is by an uninterrupted 

Succeffion thro' the Church of Rome ? (For thro* 

that Church we muft have it, or from none^^ 

there being none, in thefe Parts of the World 

at leaft, that is at all thought of in this Quefti- 

on befides that of Rome.) The Anfwer is ftill, 

No. For if the Ordination be not regular y or ^- 

rived from thofe who had this Authority from Chrijl 

[by this way of uninterrupted Succeffion^ tt is 

plain that no particular Kind of Otdination c(in be 

of any more Value than another : For this u the 






imft D^e^' that can be : And ad she Difference 
hetmxt us pSpifcopal] and^ other Teachers^ betwixt 
regular and irregular, perfeO: and imperfeft, 
lies wholly in this [or in nothing,] that we de- 
rive from Kome^ and they cannot : for they can 
differ from us in no other Keffe£t. As if Religion^ 
and th!^ external Difcifline of Religion, were the 
fame thing ! As if the Endj Ufe^nd Purfofe qI£ 
the Chriftian Minifiry^ were not thQ fame j whe- 
ther it chances to pome by unbroken Succeffion or 
3aot ! You fee, Sir, into what narrow and mi- 
ferable Streights your Friend has reduced the 
whole Froteflant World , and the Church of 
England in particular* To Rome we muft go, 
as to the Rock from whence we are taken j and the 
Hole of the Pit from whence we are digged. The 
Methods made ufe of by any Froteflant Societies 
for elefting and conftituting their Minijlers in 
holy Things; our Englifb Laws^ our Canons^ 
our Rulesy our Ordinations are all null and void, 
without this Sanftion derived from the holy 
See. If we own not this Fountain, our Streams 
are ^11 corrupt^ nay all equally corruft : The Me- 
chanick is as much a Clergyman as the Bifbopy 
and his Lordjhifs ^ Servant may ordain and haf^^ 
tiz^^ with as m^uch Authority as his Mafier. If 
Quaker^ Independent^ and Presbyterian Teachers,^ 
be upon the Level with us as to the want of 
uninterrupted Succeffion from Chrifk thro'^ the 
Channel of Rome^ they are upon the Level with 
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US in alt other Circumftances. Enthujiafmj or 
true Learning ; a private Impulfe^ or a Defigna^ 
tipn hyfober Choke ; leaping from the Shopboard 
into the Desk^ to the Pulpit^ to the ¥onty and 
the holy Table \ or being appointed thereunto 
by Rfilej Government y Orders and Law^ fettled 
in a National Church after Primitive Example ; 
make no Difference at all. 

And why ? Becaufe f // the Stmeffion hs once 
iroke^ People mufi either go into the Mtnijiry of 
their ovm jiccordj or befent by fuch as have no more 
IPtmer to fend other s^ than to go themfelves. And 

can thefe be catted Minifiers of ChriH^ Am- 

baffadors to a^ in his Name^ who have no Autho^ 
rity from him ? That is ; // />, fbould be true 
twhich, our Author rauft fay, God forbid !] that 
Rome is ^ or ever was , a falfe and idolatrous 
Churchy ^ nay the grand Deceiver and Antichrists 
then Chriftianity is at an End ; all that is derived 
fromfo utterly and fundamentally corrupted a Root^ 
being fruitlejs as to all Means of Grace. Or, if it 
had fb been, [as the PapHls pofitively fay it 
was,] that at the Reformation^ not one Romifb 
Bijbop had reformed, or would have ordained 
any Proteftant BiQiop, the Work muft have 
been at a full Stand ; all People, that were en- 
tirely convinced of the Superltition and Idolatry 
of Rome^ muft either have lived in no Chrifti- 
an Communion at all, or, contrary to their 
own Cbnfciences, muft have returned to the 
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Vomit they had left, and to the Mire they wece 
.wafhed from. Or laftly, if, in any Age of the 
Church, the Heathen Perfecution had proved 
io dreadfully fuccefsful, or Schifms had at any 
time fo broke the SuccejORoiii, as not to have 
left one Cathplick Bijbop alive, or not one whofe 
Succeflion could be known ; then it would 
have been impoffible. for Chriftianity ever to 
have revived again in the World, (even the' 
the Scriptures had been left entire, and the fe^ 
xious Belief and^Praftice of the Law^s of Chrift 
had been reftored in the Hearts of never fp ma- 
ny Men,) unlefs Chrifij or fome of his JpoJlUsy 
had appeared again upon Earth, to fign a new 
Commtffion to certain Men, to be the Preachers 
and Minifters of the Gofpel, and begin a new 
SucceJJiQ^. 

Not to infifl: now upon any Proof or Difproof 
of the Reality of an uninterrupted Succeffion^ in 
any Part of the Chriftian Church ; (tho' indeed! 
there is no Shadow of Proof of any fuch thing ;) 
but to keep to the Confideration of this Au- 
thor's Confequences following upon Premifes 
of his own fuppofing : It is^ to. Frotefiants^ the 
lame thing whether there is or is not jto be 
found fuch a Line of Men in the World. The 
only Queftioii isy Whether ChriH hath reftrainr 
ed and confined the Gofpel Favours and Blef- 
fings to fuch an exter^nal Ltrcumjiance as that of 
an unbroken Succcjfion of M:nijiers'i Whether, 
fuppofing this regular Miniitry cannot, at any 
certain Time, be had, but upon Condition of 
continuing in, and joining with, a Community^ 

' whofe 
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jvhofe WorCbip is fuferfimotis^ idolatrous^ and 
unlawful ; Chriftians may not reform from fiich 
a corrupt Qommunity, and cftablifti a Minifhyy 
in all Refpe£ts acceptable to Chrili:, and efre- 
ftual to the Aftainipent pf his Grace, whofe 
Jleligion they fincerely adhere to ? That there 
Ihould ^e a Minijlry in the Churchy is indeed the 
Will of Chriji^ as truly as that there Ihould be 
Government m the State is the Will of God : But 
whether all Government in the one or the other 
jU at an End, or becomes inefteftual, whenever 
a certain Line or Succejjion of Men, fo ruling, is 
interrupted ; this is what all wife and thinking 
Men deny in Civil Matters, and what all Pro- 
tenants deny |n ^^clefiaftical. This was the 
• Cafe of the far greater Part of the Reformation. 
Upon Principles guite oppofite to Mrf Law\ 
did our Reformers m England defend both then> 
felves, and vindicate the Miniltry of their Fel- 
low Protefiants Abroajd. They argued as freely 
upon the Suppofition of not one Popifj Bifhop^s 
reforming, as if there had beer^ a Thoufand. 
Let him therefore repair to the Hiftory and 
Writings of pur firft Reformers ; let him confult 
the. Spirit and Foundation, ,upon which they 
fupported themfelvesj as fuch ; let him fearcn 
the Writings of the moft learned and v&luablc 
Champions of the Caufe of the Church of Eng^ 
land againft Pafiftsj who flourifhed ifter the 
preformation \ and if he can find them, afferting, 
that we not only derived our Ordination from 
Rome^ but fo derived it, that fi>r want of it 
f hro' that (^hannel^ we could liaVQ. had neither 
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Church, Miniftry, npr Sacraments, nor Chri* 
itianity ; I will then, but not till then, allow 
Mr. Law) to argue like a Frotefiant upon the 
Principles of the Reformation. 

And, whereas he is pleafed to take the main 
thing in queftion for granted, ^viz. '^ That the 
Minifiers of ChriH [i. e. the uninterrupted Succef-^ 
fion of them thro' a particular Sett of Hands,] 
are as n^uch the fofitive Ordinance of ChriB^ as the 
Sacraments are : If his Meaning be, that there 
ere J in the Goffel^ as clear and plain Notices that 
fuch a Succeffion is as neceffary to the Being ofChri* 
fiianity^ and the Adminijlration of the Sacraments^ 
as there are that fuch Sacraments are to be ufed hy 
Chrifiians ; I call upon him to prove the Truth 
of that JJfertiony with a Promife that he Ihall* 
never want thofe who will impartially examine 
the Strength of his Demonftrations. 

In fine, the "Sum total of your Friend's Ar- 
gument upon this Head, ftrikes not only at the 
Root of all Proteftant Religion^ but of all Civil 
Governments 'y in which an uninterrupted SucceJ^ 
foH of Perfons, equally authorized from Goo, 
cannot be made out. \ For, according to his 
otm DUcmma 5 f if, upon Suppofal that at 
things are not in common in the Churchy it muB 
foMow that no Chrifiians^ in this or any other Age^ 
-em know their refpeBive Duties^ with refpelt to ttfe • 
fever al Aits of Church Communion^ mthokt an. un-^ 
i^errupted Succeffion of Perjbns THUS authorized. 
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from ChriH ; then, fince all Kjffgs and Magi^' 
Jirates are as truly from God^ as Biflhops are 
from Chriji ;{inct by Him they reign in State^ 
as properly as by Chriji Spiritual Men ordain ia 
the Church \ how can any Subjeft of any Nati- 
on, in this or any foregoing Age^ know their reffe-^^ 
Hive Duties as to Civil Obedience^ if there be no 
uninterrupted Succeffion offuch Governors and Ma^ 
gifirates as they are at any time fubjeQ: to, and 
fuch as are fo authorized from God ? For as, 
without Authority from Chrifty appearing by a Line 
of uninterrupted Ordainersy rve are all alike in the 
Church^ and any one may officiate as tvdl as 
another ; fo in every State^ till Authority appears 
from Gody by an uninterrupted Line of Civil 
Rulers^ all are alike there too: No KJ^gSj no 
Lawsy no Courts^ no Property^ but every one is 
upon the Level. Government in State^ has been 
from the Beginning of the World ; as Govern- 
ment in Churchy has been from the Rife of 
Chriftianity. Wo be to thofe Prince's tlierefore, 
who can trace their own particular Dominion 
up to a fhort Original, and who find a Begin* 
ning of their own Line ! Wo be to thofe States 
and Potentates y who, thro' fome Branch ot. 
other, cannot ftretch up to the Patriarchal Age, 
even to Noah^ and fo to Adam / How well Ais 
Scheme is calculated for one, who takes upon 
him the Stile and Title of King Jamesy may be 
no great Difficulty to conceive. The learned 
Hickes and Lefley could, with as much Eafe, 
ftew him to derive from Gody by way of Adam^ 
and (b down, as they could draw Ardi Bifhop 
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iSancroft from St. Veter. ' Biit Who elfe has any*, 
great Intereft in fuch an' Argument, I leave 
your Friend, atid his Friends, to acquaint us a£ 
Leifure. - , 

Thro' all thefe Clouds and Darkiiefs do our 
Church Friends, the Nonjuror Sy gro^e on to" 
their beloved Comlufwn. '^ If no uninterruftei 
Succeffion^ then there are no authorized Mimfters 
from Chrifi ; if no fuch Minijlersi then no Cmrijli^ . 
an Sacraments , and fo no ChriJUdn Covenant^ 
Bring but this, now, out 6f Darknefs into Light % 
and what can be truer 1 Jfno [Popifh'] Succ^on^ 
then no ZP^P^fl^H ^riefis ; and if no fuch Priefis^ 
then no [Popfli} Sdctafnents y fio Pdfijh Tricks ; ' 
no Ttanfubfiantiationy no Hocus Pocusy and fo no 
{Popiflf] Salvation. ' ' 

Whether any of thefe Confequentes ah palmed 
upon himy or are not his owny you are freely to 
judge ; or which of the Two Writers has at- 
tempted to make the beft Exchange. His 
Lorafbipj in the room of Popery, has given us' 
Sincerity y [not Mr. LatP^s Sincerity defcribed' 
/. 8, 9. but] a religious Principle y exerting it felf 
.in the' utmoji Endea'uours to knotP and prd£tife the 
Will of God and Chrift. Inftead of thisy Mr. Lam 
refers us to an uninterrupted SucceJJiony aS the on- 
ly Security of a true Miniftryy SacramentSy and 
all Gofpel Graces y in Church \ and v/hich, [till 
he fhall pleafe to find out the Succeffion for 
them,] puts an End to all the Civil Govern- 
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ihents upon Earth* Mr. Law thinks it abfurd 
to imagine, that any one fhat u not in Qommu^ 
nton with a certain Sett if Men here^ jhould he of 
the Communion of Saints hereafter ; the Bifhop^s 
' and our firft Reformers Crime is, their Reliance 
upon our Saviour^ own Words, that, tho' there 
were no other Pcrftms they could communicate 
with upon Earth, yet if hut two or three were ga- 
thered together in his Name^ he would he in the 
midft of them ; which one would think were fuf- 
ficient to make them a Church* 

Still ^ 'tis a mighty Surprize, to Dr^ Snaf^^ 
and our Author to hear the Bi(hof declare He 
knows no Confufion that he has endeavoured to in^ 
troduce into the Church. Here my Lord is to lay 
his Hand upon his Hearty and ask himfelf, what 
is Cotfupony hut Difereme land EHviJion? But 
furely there may be Differences in Ofimonsy with- 
out Confufion: Otherwife, I am afraid, there 
may be as much C&nfufion^ in many Iftftances, 
ftmongft thefe very Church of England Men^ as 
amongft any otheris. His Lordlhip, it feems, 
declares ^f/r^r^ /if no need of uniting* What ? No 
need of uniting in Love and Charity ? So far 
from thisj that he has told the f Laitjj their 
Prailice of Sincerity, injlead of leaving them to 
any undue Laiitude, or a Difregard of the Peace 
and Unity of Chrifiiansy will make them confcienti- 
, (Hifiy jollicitous ahout ity and refolved to f refer no- 
thing hefore it, exceft Purity and Confciencc. 
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'Where is then the dangerous Do£trine ? Why, 
^tis this ; that there is no need of uniting in 
TTRJNNT; of refting under, and unani- 

' moufly fubmitting to, AUTHOR JTIFE 
Difpofers of the Salvation or Damnation of their 
FellorvCreatures :^ no need of Authoritative ^f^^^x 
and //?^^r/?r^r^ri of Chrift's Laws ; who, inftead 
of procuring the Feace ofChriJUanity^ have been 
the Caufes of all the Ignorance^ Superjiition y 
Cruelty^ and Outrage^ that have for jnany Ages 
clouded the Glories, and confounded the Haj> 
mony of all Chriftian Churches. 

But his Lordfhip ^ has not given us the leafi 
Hint J that its better to be in the Communion of the 
Church of England, than not. Not one Hint a^ 
gainjl it, I am fure ; when he was fpeaking not 

. o£ zny particular Church at ally but of the Church 
ofCbrtJl in general, and of the Gojpel Terms of 
Salvation. But has he not expofed her Sacrament Sy 
and her Clergy? Yes; if telling her, that her de- 
riving from Romej by uninterrupted Sacceffton^ is 
nothing but an imaginary Trifle^ be exfofing her. 
'But has hemty as much as in him lay^ broke down 
every thing in her^ that dijlinguifhes Her from Fa^ 
natical Conventicles? »Yes, if uninterrupted Popijh 
Succeffion be the only difference between a true 
Epijcopcd Minijlry^ and an Unepifcopal and FMati* 
sal one. But what has he left in her^ that can any 
Way invite others into her Communion? Why, 
.every thing that Chriftianity and the true Spirit 
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of the Reformation intended fhould be left. Are 
her Sacraments more regularly adminiftred? Yes^ 
much better than in the Church your Friend 
would perfwade us to derive all our Authority 
from. Is there any Authority in her Latps^ rvhich 
fnjoin Communion with her? In HER Laws? 
"Why, Laws, as Laws, are of the fame Autho- 
rity in All Churches. But, according to your . 
Friends own Maxims, [^pag. 25, 25, 26,] A^o 
Church has a Right to be obeyed by every Individual 
that is Subjeit to itj in all Circumjlances, Ratio^ 
nal Creatures can fay no other Obedience but what 
comes from rational Motives ; They mufi have Rea^ 
fon for what they do. And, if we think it unlaw-- 
ful to do any thing that the Church requires of m^ we 
mufi not obey its Authority. Well 1 And may we 
be in God^s Favour^ if, in fuch a Cafe, we do 
not obey it? He muft fay this^ or elfe unfay the 
rejl^ It he does fay it, he fays the very fame 
thing with the Bijhof ; whom *yet he reprefents 
as a Deftroy er of all Church of England Authority, 
for affirming there may be Cafes where Men 
may not lofe the Divine Favour for being of this 
or that Communion as different from ours. So 
firong a thin^ is Truths that it rv/7/out fomctimes/ 
The very Men, who are Pleaders for Tyranny^ 
cannot but beftow, now and then, a good Word 
upon true Chriftian Liberty. 

I Queftion not therefore, Sir^ but your Friend 
will oe as angry with Me^ as Dr. Snafe was 
with the Bijbopy for telling him. He faid and ' 
unfaidy to the great Diverfion of the Roman Catho* - 

licks. And he will perhaps lie ftill more angry, 
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wh^n I tell him further, that nothiog can di- 
vert the Roman Catholfcks more, than iiis three 
Aflertions in. this fmaU Paragraph^ f^. i6. 

Brfty That f(^ his Lor^ihf to imj(iy ivhatl^h^ faii 
in his Prefervative and Sermon, tvould mortifj the . 
Roman Catholicks more than all that heev^rfaid 
or writ iH his J^tfe. Next, That Rome hath fent 
more Meffengers to deny the Neceffity of any parti^^^ 
lar Communion y £even thejr own;] to expdfe the 
Validity of Sacrament Sy [even their own;] and 
mBy ufon the uninterrapttd Succcfficn of Friefis^ . 
than She has fcntfor the eonirary. For that this is \ 
his Conclfifion [tho' not expreUed,] appears from 
his Lajl ; That the Vafijis are ^^o more provoke JL\ 
with his Lord/hip for thefe Difcourfef,y than they . 
were an^ry ^a:^ William Pen for f reaching uf 
Quakerifin ': With which ridiculotu Falfitits^ he . 
concludes his Attack upon the Frefervaiiv^. 

^ IIL As tQ the Sermon ; the great thing that 
gives your Friend, and all his Lordlhip> Oppo* . 
fcrs fo much Diftufbance, is. Church Power or , 
Authority. His LordQjip is t^re acjcwfcd.as fubni 
verting M Authorityj and is not: ;aUQii¥e4 the^ 
leaft Advantage by guarding hioai^lC ^^ith thcr) 
yfofcd Jhfolute. . .;:. 

Let us now fix the Meaning of the Terms to 
he made ufe of, arjd.then I (hall leave you ta 
judge what work Mr.,L^ii^ has made in the next 
Twelve Pages. 

The Churchj in a Pagan Country, is th? Body 
of Chriftians, living and worlhipping as Chri- 
fUans, abftradedly from, and independent of, 
the State Laws of that Country a$ to Religious 
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Affiiirs. The Cht&sh^ in ^Chnfii,<m Country, is 
the Body qf Chriftians in that Chriftian Coun- 
tiTj or the Clmrcb coincident with the Sta^e^ 
a^ing undqrjts Proteftion , and by its Power^ 
as to all Authority of Laws refpefting the Ex- 
ternal RegimeQ in religious Matters. 

As to the Phrafe of Authority or Power y with 
rcfped to thefe Bodies j or any other Bodies or 
Terfons whatever, the affixing or not affixing 
the Term of Abfolute to it, makes no manner of 
difference^ . It will do his Lord(hip's Adverfaries 
no Service^ were he to legive oat th^t Word, or 
had he never put it in. For, be not furprized^ 
when I tell you, that [in the true and ftriO: Pro- 
priety of the iVord^"] all Pon^rj confidered as 
Power^ is either Jbfblutfy or elfe 'tis no Power at 
aB^ A Potver or Authority perfe&ly indefendent^ 
iand extending equally to all Qh]eBs^ and all 
Cirqumftane es of them, i* a Power which caa 
poiOTibiy [ia that Senfe of ^y^^/a/^] belong to^ 
andinhere in^ but one S^hjeSf^ viz. God. Dele-f 
gaud Authority is an Authority confined to a 
certain limited Number oiThir^s^ or Circumr 
ftaiaces of tliofev Things. Buj, jo far as it goes^ 
anci with.refpe^ to Things oic CirciumfiaKeej it is 
concerned with,, 'tis reaiy com^eat^ or abfolute^ 
ajad All Inilances of it alih fo ; becaufe every; 
Bmer is adequate to the Things fubjfi^ed to it| 
it being a plain Abfurdity to fay,, that tay. 
F^mry with refped to the Thij^gs it is propedf 
QOncerned about^ is partly Fe?))^, and*part^y ^^ 
J?<?ip«r^ Ev«ry Amhorhy is fuH oif ahfbl/ttte' in 
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whatever it effentially extends to; and where 
k extends not to, ^tis no Power at all. 

Thus, for Inftance* Civil Government^ In 
general, hath an abfolute Jutk>rity for providihg; ' 
tor Civil Peace and Property : But to inftitiite a • 
Religion J or by Temporal Penalties to inforce it' 
upon the Subjeft ; to comfnand= any thing -a- 
gainft Nature^ the Diftates of Reafon^ or that 
is evidently deftruftii^e of the Ends of Society "^ 
and all Puhlick GooA^ i. e. againft the Willcif 
God the Supreme Author of all Law and Go*- 
vernment ; in thefe things it is (o far from 
having any abfolute Power^ that, in true Propri-^ 
cty of Speech, it hath no Power ^^ all.- The 
Kjngs of Great-Britain ha Ve an abfdute Prerbga-^ 
tiveJuthority to do niany things not provided for - 
by any- exprefe Laws :, But, in their own Perfonsy 
to niafce any New Statute Lam; or punifh for 
not obferving them, when fo made ; they have* 
3r» Authority. In like manner, a Chriftian 
Churchj agreeable to the Definition in our XlXth^ 
and XXth Article^ hath a Po^er and an Obliga- 
tion [and 'tis an abfolute one too] to preach me' 
Gofpel or Laws of CAr//?, and to adminifter His 
Sacraments] as alfo to appoint ibr its own Mem^ 
bers all fuch External Obfervances, as may be 
dleemed requifite to Decency, and fo the m6re • 
cflfedual Improvemient in that Worfhip ahd 
J^d^ion, wherein the Affairs of their Confci- - 
C|ice and Salvation is proper4y concerned : But 
to make New Laws in Matters of Confcience and 
Sdtmtion^ or to b^ an Authoritative Judge or In- 
t^4ter o(Chrifs Lawy or to forge or im;fofe His; 
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or their onff^ Laws upon Mankind by ^Seidilar 
Fenaltiesy no Church hath the leafi fawer. 
Whencd it appears, that in Mattwk inot at 
all within the Compafs of the Churches Duty 
or Authority^ the B^op had no need of guard- 
ing his Propofitions by the Word Jbjolute. For 
what is not at all^ needs not to be diftinguifhed 
or limited by any Charaffers ; and that which 
really is y is abfolutely v^hzt it is. 

The Sum is this : If the Word Abfolute relates 
to the Extenfivenefs of Authority with refpeft to 
Objects or Thi^i^ GotPs Authority alone is proper- 
ly Abfolute\ becaufe that alone is underived and 
tJmverfal. Ifabfolute fignifies uncontrouleaile in 
its KJ^dj with regard to the Things or Perfons 
fubjefted to it, [which is indeed the true Notoi 
of it in all derived and delegated Authority,] then 
all Humane Authority is either abfolute or none at 
all\ becaufe every Inftance of it, be the Things 
it extends to never fo few, as uj^controuleaUe hj 
thofe Perfonsy or in thofe Things^ as any Other 
that extends to. never fo many Things. The 
Right which Men have, of examining into the 
Truth or Authenticknefsof any Perfons Autlio- 
rity, is no Limitation of the Authority* it felf^ 
nor renders it [if it be . Authcrity at all'} Icfe 
abfolute. Examination is only a Means Where- 
by, as rational Creatures, we come taJknow 
whether it be Authority or no. But when it 
is once found, and owned as fuch, 'tiJ, fo far ^ 
as it goes, owned for uncontrokleable^ i e. abfo* 
lutej the fame as mere or real Authority. 

And 
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And ndw^ Sir^ when his Lcr^ifs AfTeitidns 
In this Matter are fairly ftated, what have all 
his Adv^Naries, and Mr. Law in particular, to 
charge them with ? His Ijordfhip fays, That^ as 
to the Affairs of Confcieme and Salvation^ [i. c. as 
to the. Rule of Confcience, and the Terms of Sal^ 
ifationy'] Chriji hath himfelf fixed them already^ and 
hath ieft no vifible Human Authority behind him^ 
tto alter any of them, or make new ones.] And 
again ; No one^ more than another^ hath Authority 
to make new Lax9s^ or to imptfe a Senje upon /foe 
eld ones ; or toj/tdge^ cenfure or funijh the ServarKti 
of another Mafier^ in Matters relating^ purely to 
Confcieme^ \ii e. can judge none by Rmes of theit 
own making, but muft leave them to.be judged 
by the Rules^ and at the Time^ (AChrifPs own 
appointing.] And what foltows from this? 
Why, that Chrifi has left no Authoritjf at aH^ 
What? No Authority to preach^ his Lawsj be* 
caufe none to make-^^fi' ones? No^ it feefltis :' 
For'CbrifPs Kjngdom relates to nothing but Con^ 
fcience and Salvation ; and therefore they who have 
no Authority as to Confcieme and Saliationy tan 
kwe no Authority at all in his Kjngdom. As much 
as to fay : No Body can a[i in a Kj^gdomj but as 
KINGS md LAWGIVERS; And i£ 
the Church or its Miniffers have ndt the End 
[Mens Salvation^ at their own Difpofal, theV 
can have no Authority to offijl Men in kmv- 
ing ziidmakif^ ufe of the Means ap|)Qinted/bjr 
ChriH for that End4 

If 



(41) 

If therefore Dr. Smfeh Charge be what his 
Lotdjbifs Words plainly amount to, viz. ^ "ihat 
no cne is invefted wfth Authoriiy from Chrijlto aa, 
for hiwy as a Jf^dge in Matters purely reladnj 
to ConfcidHce a;id Salvation^ [which indec( 
would be . to aft againfi him ; ] 'tis what Jus 
Ix>rdll}ip freely ownsj and. the jm//^ and wir- 
jurhg^ high and. lowy Churchmen and Dijfenters^ 
take him very right, and, 1 am fully ajfitured, 
Can never confute hiw. But if thence they in- 
fer, that the B^jljof denies to the Churcli that 
>i«/A(?ri>yy ; oc indifpenfable Dutjy which is' de- 
fcribed in oqr -XlXth and XXth Articles i they 
conclude, jufl: as haflily and erroneoiifly, as 

Mn. X-^?».doe& 

Thiiijy Sir^iyou cannot, methinks, but fee 
what iyouf Ftiend^s Performance has been in his 
F(wr Arguments, /vj[ 9, i?^^Ov, whereby he would 
prove .the Bifhop to have deprived the Church 
eEQxctcidnganyiAuthor^jqvDutj at all. What- 
ever he h^ refijh frovedj is the very thing his 
Lordftiip:)prDfciicdly defigns to maintaiqi : But 
what ydtfJFriend thinks be lias proved,: is iJvhat 
fhy Ldrd' meddles not with at all, in either hisi 
Prefervative 4)r Sermon. .* .' 

I*' Thus>.ilbe*» Bithop wholly difaHoivs^tp any 
Chrifiiinr thei Authority ^ [of being Maften^^ over 
other Qhriftiffff ^ becaufe they are the ^cr]ihir/ts oT 
anoth^^ :Ma^. What jfB^lpws from/jierice^ 
It truly and as ftrohgly concludes, according to 
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iiitBSSpy againft dny Authority otthai I(jkd^ 
againft cm Inftance 6f it^ as well as imothers 
Which is certainly very right* But, if our Au- 
thdt" will have any tning more than this, be 
muft* make it to concludt^ That^ if Men tai^n^f 
freaoh the Gofp^and adtninifier th^ Sdf^amentf^ 
as Majters and Lords e^r other Mem Fidth af$d 
Behavicmry they carmotfreach it ai aS as Mimjtefs 
cfChtift. - ' - • 

2. The Bifbop r^^x ij/i authoritative J^d^ 
mentj Cenfare tr Punifhmem in Matters bf C&n- 
fcience and Salvation.' And What^s the Confe- 
qucncc ? The Bifhofs Friends allow, that thit 
excludes every Degree^ every Inftamej of SUCH 
Authority in SUC H Matters. . But the Letter 
Writer muft have nothinj^ Ifefs thiafl that this 
excludes evef y Inftance of Authority in iB ifthf 
Matters, For if Jutffority 'and Cdfijtteme tamtot 
fuit together y (ays hfe,- Coitpiente fejeSts^^Akthrity 
as fuch.v But who* tdd him, thztJitthotttii and 
Con fcience czn' niver{\i^ tc^ether? Ah 'numtm 
Authorirhive Judgmcj*, 'in Matters of C^wsy^/^^ 
enie ^fid'Sdvaiiony ttwinot indeed 'COttfift Vmh 
a free t)^ bf Confdehee «r Reafon: "Mfelriftiiaf 
allows it^ ^ that Men muft have Ri^Jmsf^i^ 
they do.' Bht ah Aufhom'^^ ^eh-^^^ 
jamohifby ey^rity arid fe^/hiTde Mert ititO" Obedi-* 
ence to the Laws of ChriBy idftthlatty w«tl 
agrees yfefe' ^ free aiid dfflgcftt EJterdife of^Cwi^ 

m 
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fsUm^ and Ktafan^ in hearing, believing, anc} 
obeying, to the beft of ^deiis Abilities. 

3, &r 44 In the 0ime blind manner he plunges 
forward againft my Lord^s Two next Reahns 
agaiafl: aMphcritative Judgmenty 8cc. ChriHy fay^ 
the ^jjQk)P^ dtkfs f$ot inter fofe fo CMvey InfaDibUityy 
^ ^ fff^f f^ ^^^^ IfUerpretatdw of his Laws, 

7herQior^ wo Perfons ought to fet up th^- 
i^lves jfor infallible authoritative Interpreters c» 
thpie Law$> 01^ claim Obedience to their^Int^r^ 
pretations^s fitch. Nay, but this, is not all, 
not half the Confequenccj fays our Friend ; for 
my Lord a^ros, That if Infallibility is neccffaty 
to found aft Ohdi^nce [an implicit one]) upott^ ut 
Chrifi^s KJngdov^ ; Vjtf fl^in , that no BoJy in 
Chnji'^s . Kjngdom ffuppofiog them fallible} hath 
any Rfgbt to (Cimntanci any Ifuth implicit} O^edi- 
ent^ : Whfch is yet the very tldng the Bifiof sp;id 
ajl his Advocates ple^d J^. Or eife thus ; If 

Ipfallihility be reqiiifite towards an Authority of de^ 
tiavely interpreting Chrift'^s Utrvsy <A^, becaufe no 
Mfnifiers or Ckurfhes are now infAlOtUy none (it 
f^ms) can have any Authority sfny Dutyy oipreachT 
in^ or interpreting at all. U the frft of tliefe bp 
h& intended ConcluGon, 'tis my Lord^s owny 
and a very certain Truth ; if th^ latter be his 
Meaning, ^tis our Author^s crwn, and a mqfl 
AOtorious FaKboodt 

Laftly ; Such Church- Author ityy faith the Bi- 
Ihop, as bath been before defcribed, would be 

the taking of ChriJPs Kjngdom out of his H^nd^ 

This now, according to Mr. Lawy is to dowa 
with aU C^urch-Autbowy rvhateyert For if the 



•"Aitthdrity if others [j. e* authoritative judgment 
in Matters of Confcience and Sahationy and atf- 
ttforkative Interpretation .of Chrift^s Laws, or 
niaking new L^wsJ ^ incohfifi^nt mth ChrijPs 
hing Kjng of his own Kjngiiom, as moft ceitaihly 
it is ; then every other Infiance of Authority and 
Dutjy even that oi f reaching theUxofpely'Sind ad- 
miniftring the Satraments^ in Conformity to 
Chrift's own plain Will and Comniandj is (lays 
Mr. Law) an Invafton of ChrijPs R igbt. What a. 
vaft Advantage 'is it, to be- an 'ex€ellent JL^I- 
cian! ■ " • ^-^' \ . 

He would be tliought very fagacioifs, in dif- 
covering the only Diflterenee between his Lori^ 
fhip's Sermon^ and his Defence of it. -The one^ 
feys he, is fo many Pages againft Church Authdrity 
as fuch ; [tho' the Bifhop was fo careful as to 
iingle put only thofe Infiances that are claimed as 
Authority^ but are indeed no Authority at ali:^ 
The othery is a Confutation of the Pope^s Infaffi- 
bility. No, Sir ! 'Tis not a Confutation of THE 
Foptj but of ALL Popes y and all Popery what- 
ever, where-ever found, and by wbomfbever 
challenged : Evfen the ver jr Popery ^ which his 
LordfhipV Adverfdries do m E^e^ affert, tho' 
Ibmetimes in Pl^ords they deny it. And tho' 
'tis far from triie, that all the Lower Houfe of 
Convocation unanimpujly conceived the Bijhop^s Do* 
chine tended to fubvert all Government and Dif 
cipline in the Church of ChriH^ yet, had they fo 

Page 21. 
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Ithought/it would have proved juft thus much, 
and no more, that they had been Men of like PaJ^ 
[tons mihfome others that have fat h^ore them. 

WeU; but his X^r^/p, it feems, has * the 
lame Opinion himfelf, as to thofe Writings df 
his, with his Jdverfaries. As appears from his 
Turn uppn Dr. Snaft^* who was maintaining 
tb& Church-Authority^ opi)ofed by the Bi(bbpi 
and yec aflSrming that no 'Church-J^thorry rv4S 
. to be obeyed ih any thing contrary^ [i. c. thought to 
ibe contrary by any Members,] to the revealed 
Word of God. Gloriof^s abfolute Authority indeed^ 
trepiies my Lord,] in your own Account ^ to which 
X^hriJPs Smje&s owe no Obedience j ti/l they have 
jsxamined into his own Declarations^ and then they 
obey not themy but him I 

Here the Bifhop is made to derry aU Authority 
ythat is not abfolute^ /. &. which is not as exten- 
;five in the. Matters oi'Confcience and Salvation 
-as ChriJPsw^s. [In which Senfe^ he might in- 
deed rightly deny it.] But your Frieild, Sii', 
takes him quite wrong. For the Bifhop was 
not here fpeaking of any fuch Author ity^ btlt of 
Jl>v. 5»<^'s Notion of Church- Authority^ which 
is a Contradiction to it felf. The Bijhpp has left 
rus ail th'^t Authority and Conmmnd to f reach and 
^adminiftej: Chrift's Sacraments^ whkh is mfefiti- 
oned in our XXth Article : But he k agairtft -all 
Authority in Matters of Confcience and Salvation. 
.And this is tht fundamental Difference between 
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]^ome and the Reformed^ betwpoo C^H aod 

Moft impertineni: therefore ai-e the boaftiog 
Ij^etmm your Friend indices uptm thft Bi^(^ in 
the two f followiag Pages, M^hidi mre w ^ 
ifipHght Heme to hk own Doofr. 

firfi ; C^r Sdvmr had Authority to judtfe 
'd Mens Ccnfciemesy becaufe h^ it was that 
gave them the Rules of Confdience> axid ktu^ 
Vf^t was in Man. He had and hath Authority to 
acquit or condemn Men, as to the Affairs of 
Canfcieme. and Salvation ; becaiife * aS Pompr is 
gfven him in Heaven and Earthy, *Bd 0ltjMAffnent! 
is comrnkted to him^ Gloriom Aafhctrit^ of Chrijf^ 
if. this D^ee of it he feculiar to lUmfelfy and is mot 
continued dojvn to fallible and faffioHase Men ! 

. Agatin ; The Apojtles nferejenp tnto the Worlds 
with Mth'rity to give repeated Confirmation tx> 
Chrifih Religion by Miracle^ and to declare 
|iis Laws in an authoritative Way, becaufe smt 
ffired by Him tothat Purpofe. Glorfom Auth»^ 
tity ^f the Afofilesy if , their imirifpiredi fo&owefs 
fn the Mi^i^y cannot claim the jame Reverence 
pnd OMiencej ( as Interftteters cf thcfe.LawSy) 
mifh ihem^ that 'were inffnred I 

The Sacraments arfe oHowed td be [in what 
Swi^ our Author means I know nDt].iniHtuted 
external JWTww of Grace. Now let them biHj 
be fuppofed to have this Grace abfolutely con- 
£oed to the Hands of aninterruPted Succcffof^ 
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Mm^ Nvhom ho Proteftant in the World knovni 
where to find, except a few Nonjurors \tk Eng^ 
knd\ and thenthey are^/(?r/aMf M<?^^j/iii^? • 
The Britiflf Qwernmom [th^ L&^ijlat$ire^ nor 
the Kj^pl hath an Authority to make all La^ 
Ibr preferviflg the fundamental iPurpofes of Go- 
vernmenty and k to compel Obedience to thek 
feveral Iimkutioiis. But wera- our N$f^^i 
able to trsAiAate from the Efiates of the Reaha 
their Propordon di this Authority^ and plao9 
the whole in a KJ^ folely, and in a Vofi{b Kitig 
xxx>j over Protvfidnp imbj^^s^ k would be theil 

Laftly ; The Ctmc%^ t»f yoa^pleafe, the Jl«i 
nifiers of the Churtlhl have Authority^ to preachy 
explain, and perfuade Men to embrace and pri^ 
ftife the Religion of ChriH^ by all Argumoits 
and Motives agreeable to the Nature of Reli^ 
gion and of Truth. But now, if feme of ttilt 
Sacred Foft&iM^ not fo true (k Teems) «o lA^ 
Trtifi r^pofei in them as moft oS theil" Brethr^mi^ 
Ihduld look trpen this under a fomewhat diffe- 
rent liea^ and confider it [according to the fai^ 
ttiotie fi*equent Reprefentatjons made of it in 
Scripture^'] not fo much a Power^ Prwilege^ and 
Prerogative^ as a bounden D«j[y, and indifpeii^ 
fihk Okligatim: Ify with;St.>P^afW, they vie^iir 
liiemfelves ^s Stewards^ ^s^S&rvams to ^the^s fe/r 
^jefm Sakej ftot as Lor^s «W*r their Faith; a» 
'Men^^fhat caff domothinp againfi/the Truth^ hut al 
for the Truth \ remembring that Wo be to them 
///f&^Xthus] f reach not the G off el: ^hat a torn 
and groveling Notion is this, of Men that are 
i"' Sue* 
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Sttceeffiff^j. of Chrifi^' iand his Afafths ? Whereas 
an. unimerrufted Succeffiony give it but the Fower 
fiippofed to be annexed) and the definable Pri-i^ 
vii^^^ infeparable from it; let it but be the 
{2mQhjrdfhif that Chrifi himfelf had, the fame 
Dominion which the learned Car dim t affii'med 
to have been. conferred upon Sti P^t^r by that 
lamous Commiflion, j^fy*/^ Pet6r.ykilL.am eat a 
Let but the Secular Arjn be at, thfe Command 
of the SpritualPafior^^ to ftop thd: J^uths Aod 
even the Vitaliof all Gainfayers or free Enqui- 
rers, to procure a feac^ as profound as is that 
amongft the Dead^ to force an Obedience as 
truly and religioufly implicit as.is'that in U/V- 
%j Sfain^ ovJPdrn^gal; and thQji^tM be a glo* 
rious Authority indeed ! './■.-. : , 'j 

. I hope I may have faid enough in the fofe-^ 
going Pages, to fhew the Jmpertinence of your 
Friend's .DiftinQion between ahfolnte^ and. ^ 
real Qv mere Authority, with refpejQ: eith^ta 
Church or State : Since both Qhurch and. St^te 
Powers, nay all Human Pomrsy whether moce 
of lefs fubordinate to^ Other Powers^ are ytttih^ 
folute ■' in their , own ^urifdiHions^ The ' only 
Queftion about the Nature oi^^ny Authority 
whatever, is, To what Things it extends ? So fer 
as any Inftance of it does extend, it is.fQ far 
real and abfolute; in like manner as a Foot 
Square of lolid Matter does as abfolutely fill a 
Foot Square oiSface^ and is as abfolute ikfofr^r, 
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as the rv^le. Mafs of Matter can be faid to be 
Matier'y aiiid to fill infimte Sface^ fuppofing Mat- 
ter were it felf infinite^ 

What has your Friend got then by fucli a 
piftinftion ? Let us try it in the very Cafe of 
the Churches enjoinifjg Matters of Indifference. 
When ^ the- Church enjoins Matters of Jniifference^ 
if /be obeyed for any reafon^ hat for heit were J^utho^ 
tity? • • •• ^ v":::.,^ .. .J {.■..' :. 

\ Wliat is here meant by mere Authprity? Is it 
jMffthoritjf onl^j exclufive of'^WConjtj^atiofiznd 
^aminatid^y whether the Things eaj^ined be 
i^all^ iridiflferent or no? If it be,.?tis the very 
l^me with the abfolute Authority mentioned irj 
ttie foregoing Pa^e ; and fo fuch a(n Authority, 
yotf r * Friend himjelf allows no Obedience to be 
due. ^ But ify without or with Confideration 
and Exatninatiofn, the Things enyoined are al- 
lowed by the Members of the Cliurch to be in^ 
different^ and enjoined as fuchy and no other- 
Wife; then tlie Chuirchj or any Chriftian Society, 
[confidered now only as Chriftian^ and not co- 
incident with the State^'] have undoubtedly a 
Power to agree upon* and enjoin fuch Things, 
for greater Decency and.Conveniency in pub- 
lick Worfhip, t^c. And all its Members are 
iDbliged, out of a Principle of Love to Pesicc and 
Unity, to conform to them, and fiot^ out of 
mefe Hitmour, to diffent from them. And 
why the Pomr of thus propofmg and appointing 
thefc allowed indifferent things may not be fti- 
fcd ari abfolutej as well as a real or mere Autliori- 

• — * Page 27. . 
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ty, 1 lee not. But if, agiin, any Chriftkni 
fhould take upon them to enjoin any of thefe 
Things [in themfelves never {a indifferent"! as 
effential Terms oiChrlfiian Communioff; araung 
PenaUies^ and exoommunieating fucli as think 
it more proper to omit them ; for doing this, I 
fey, they are fo far from being invefted with a 
mere Authority, that they have no Authority at 
aS; and their Fellow Cliriftians liave from. 
Scripture Very littie Encoomgemcnr to;x?bey 
them. As is moft apparent from ^u P4uPs Dif- 
COurfeibOOt tBdijfefem things^PcOxn. U^ i CQr«3# 
and patticolariy in the Giife of Cinumfifion^ a 
thing ifuMffi^ent as to ChrijUiim ; whjch the Apo^ 
ftle complied with ^t preventing unn^c^ry 
Difpates^ but iilwaysr i?d&:ded when i>j^^^ as a 
pjeceffary Term of Ghrifiian d^mmumon.. In the 
/r/ of which Cafes,: Sts. Fa»/ circunscifed Timo^ 
th}^ Afts i6i ji Inih'e/^r/J^^^'i he abfolutdy r^u-^ 
fed to circutocife T/riftf, Gal. 2. j^ 4, ^^^ arid decla- 
red to the nrhble ebutch of GaUaiay B^ihoU^ 1 
Paul fty umo you J that if- ye ke cir^umaifedy Cihrijt 
fia/lyr^tyou nothings Gal. ^\ Z4 

And laftij ; For the Bifbop's Adverfarles to 
|)ut this Q^vt oi mere Authority^ as to tfeeCW^A 
of En^Jandj feems fchd moft mfroPef:, f^corfa^ 
fed Queftion that can bfe s «/«- Wbeda^r/ ipi mt 
Chriflia^ CoMOitvyy 'WHcre the State {^ ^jxAd 
of Unifi^miti^^ fuppofe] enjoins fuch or ,fiich in* 
differeric Things to be obferv'ed, the Chtfn$b is 
not obeyed for HER mere Authority f 

Mv. Latp^s f Conclufion, That the Bilhop's 
Denial of any authoritatpve Judges m the^AffM/^ 
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cf Co9tfcience and > Salvation , in the ChrilVian 
Church> makes all Civil Government unlawful ; 
is built upon Two Paflages of Scripture , fo 
IhamefuUy pervertod and abufed, that he ought 
to be called u^ato % his Hand upon his Hearty 
Jn Dan. 4. 17. we read, That ths moft High ru^ 
leth in the Kjngdom of Men. Was that the whole 
Textf Do not the next Words of the very fame 
Verfe^ in the very fame Breathy fl)ew in what 
Senfe God is faid to rule in this KJngdam^ viz,. 
by giving if' to whomfoever he will ? Again, Ifaiah 
faith of the Jewijh Nation in particular , The 
Lord is our Lawgiver.^ the Lord is our Kjng^ Ilai, 
J J. 2 2. Do not the /r/? of thefe PafTages declare^ 
that God^s ruling as fole Supreme Kjng over die 
Nations of the Earth, fignifies his Difpolal qf 
*hem to Men as liis pepaties and Vicegerents., 
according to the good Will of his Providence ? 
Does the latter fo much as feem to deny^ tliat, 
becaufe God w^s move immediately and fdrticu- 
larly the Lawgiver to the "^ewijb Nation^ be was 
therefore to permit no Human "Jtidgesy JQngSy or 

Magijirates under Him ? - .^ 

And why this curtailing, and jumbling oF 
Texts together ? Why, for the better itnpofini; 
upon the^eader this mighty Conclufion^gainil 
the Bifliop, v/^. That J if it be an Ufurfation upon 
ChrijPs Authority to haveasfthoritative Judges and 
Vicegerents in the Chureh.^ w/iereChriJl has appointed 
NO fuch Vice^rents \ it muU thr^ore be an Ufisr* 
fatiod upon QoJ?s Jathority^ for Jtny ta tear Rule 
. in. the State^ where it is the plain Wi/l of God there 

SHOULnUfuchRMleru- JhMtUs^ ^ (t^iy if 
fUtftt} to 4 Pepfonjiration. 
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Well y but i£ Scripture cannot clear thisCofi^f 
fequence , Reafon will. For God h^ given us 
Reafonfor our conftam Guide ; rphich if duly attends 
edto^ would as certainly anfwer the Ends of Civil 
Life y as the Obfervance of the Scriptures would 
make us good Chrijiians. Agreed, it would fo. 
But the Cafe is ; Men do not duly attend to 
Reafon, nor praftife its real Di&ates. . Again : 
Human Nature^ if left to itfelf would neither an^ 
fwer the Ends of a Spiritual nor Civil Society, And 
what follows? Therefore a conjiantvifible Govern- 
ment in hothy is equally 7$eceffary. What 1 a vijihle 
Government^ to compel Obedience, equalfy necejfar 
ry in hoth ? By no means, Sir ; the Cafes are 
very different : There is no manner of occafion 
for Two fuch independent Governments, efpeci- 
ally ki one Kingdom. The Civil Government 
is to compel Obedience to Reafon, when nothing 
elfe will do; becaufe the Ends and Defigns, 
the Peace and Happinefs propofed by it, are 
purely Civil and Temporal^ belonging to the pre-- 
jent Life. Secular reace, the Enjoyment of 
Property y and the like, are to be enjoyed by us 
now or hat at all ; they belong to this Life, and 
musi be now had, or elfe Governors andSubjefii 
too are at an End, as to all happy relation they 
bear to each other. ■ But. Religiony the Chriftian 
Kingdom^ is of quite another Kind* The chief 
and proper Bleflings propofed by it, are not pre- 
fent^ but future ; its Latvs and Commands^ have 
tlieir Seat in the M^d and Conjcifncei its true 
and Xincere Subjed:s m&y, for ctog^t we knoxy, 
be, .as .to ,u% invmle^ God only knows who 

.they 
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t\^ty reaUy are:. They are Moral Agents, and, 
in the Affairs of Confcieme and Salvation^ can 
have but one Mafier^ one Jf^dgCy even Him 
Svho alone /rwrrj what is in Man; to force fuch 
Agent Sy isth&yiOV^Ahfurdity\ ^hd to compel thQ 
ifnderftanding^ is a ContradiSiion^ So that the 
Churchh Authority [its Duty I wrould chufe to 
fay,] cani^ot be to confiraipy in t\\Q very Things 
wherein Chrift's Subjefts, by the very Nature 
pf his Go/pel y are to be a mlling People ; but its 
Duty is, to exhort y and perftdadey to preachy and 
to lead Men into his Truth. His Statute-Book Is 
the Scripture y and thofe who are ^o fond of-^^ 
ter Larpsy may fafely be referred to the Experi- 
ence of more than a Thoufand Tearsy whereia 
their beloved authoritative DeciRonsy and (land- 
ing Interpretationsy have been found fo fhort, qf 
attaining true. Peace and greater Edificationy thsjt 
they have evidently been the Original and the 
Nurferies of that deplorable Ignorance , Cruelty^ 
and Super fiitiony that hath over-fpread the Fa(x 
of Chrift's Kingdom. \ 

I V, K fourth * tiling that gives your Friend 
Uneafmels, is, the Bilhop's manner of expref- 
fing himfelf aboyt the Exclusion of the Papifis 
from the Throne. In the Prefervative he tells y^ 
it rvas Kjng Jan^esV Religiony and that aloneytvhi^ 
made him uncapahle [and fo a,Il Other PapiftsJ of 
governing us Protejiants. Yet in His Anfwer \^ 
fays, the Ground of their Exclufion was not their 
^Religion conf^dered as fiicli, but thefataly natti^ 
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r^/, certain, EjfeSfs cfit upon themfelves to our De^ 
Jhu£iion. Thefe, it fecms, are irreconcilable 
Expreflions. So tliey may be to Men, whofe 
]Bufinefs is to wreft the plain Defign of ithofe 
they have a mind fhould not be rightly under- 
ftood. By the Words, as futhy his Lordflhip has 
given, fo clear a Diftinftion, that even Papijts 
thcmfelves oii^ht^ hot, in Jiiftice, to coniplain 
of any Hard (hip in their Exclufion from Prote- 
Jtani Thrones. 'Tis not their Religion^ confi- 
dered barely as a drfferent one from that of Pro^ 
teftantSySLS differing in m^ny fpeculative Doffrines\^ 
lio, nor \w zhy praffical Ufagesy that are, tho* 
iiever fo contrary to burs, yet p(^h conjiftent 
with the 5»fJ?f; or oiir Cofhrnunity^jSina the Ends 
\ of governing us. But 'tis their Religion cohfi-f 
dcred with refpeO: to one fpecial and dreadful 
Principle, the IV/^r/^/^ which (^ligesPapiftsjh\ 
Point of Confiieficej to defiroy the very Perfons of 
' Cich as will not fbrfike their (Ar*, to turn to that 
^Religion. ThiJiSte Bifliop moft plainly intended 

by> Popery fuSy pojfejfed ; rvhich [when it is ib,J 
prompts dnd vbliges its Votaries to ruin our Lam^ 
' and us too : And ' therefore it not only warrants y 
\Mt oblimh z\[ Pfotefld^^ by the eternal 

liitw orSclf Prcfervation, to fexclude Popijh Pria- 
ces frottt their Thrones : Which indeed it would 
jn6t -fo cWigP them to, when they confider Pope- 
py xindtr the general Notion of a Religion differ eni 
only, in many Points, from th^Jr own. This, 
Sir, is tkfataly artain Effe^ upop Papifis [ftifly 
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|X)(reflcd of Popery] to onr Dejlrfiifion ; and it 
does as ^eftually incapacitate them for ouc^ 
Throne, as either Idiocy or Dedth it felf would 
do ; tho' your Friend chofe to endeavour to ri^ 
didule the Bilhop's Diftindion by thofe very 

Parallels^ 

Need a Man be prodigious deep^ to diicera 
that an Obligation to burn and deftro^ all diat 
Will not be of the fame Sentiments, is a fatal 
£ffe^ of the P<y/)i& Religion ? He muft be decp^ 
fays Mr* LatVy or elfe he cannot fee it ; for lam 
fure amongfl Ftvtejtamts there are no natural oertdi/$ 
EffeBs of their Relfgion upon them. That is ; Pro^ 
tejlants are generally not ib good as they ought ' 
to be, and therefore Papifis oxittngoiProteflants 
Throats is not fo had a tiling as the Bifbop would 
make it to be. Mr. Law was fo deep^ as to difcerii 
tliata Bifbvf [meaning my Lord oiBangor'^might 
be dgainji Epifcopacy ; and yet fo jb^hrPy as: not 
to be able to conceive ther« inay be true Qhrifii* 
anBijbops that do not derive from i^rvw; ^nd 
both genuine Sons and Fathers of iiie Churcli 
too, that neither can nor will trace their Pedi- 
gree ifrom the Mother of Harlots. 

Laftly ; How ^p ought that Man to be^ 
who would pcrfuade a Protejlant Nation- to bo 
governed by; Papiftsy becaufe it may fo happea 

that all Papifts are not alike^ ^ that fome- Papifis 
maypo/fibly change or conceal their Religion^ or leave 
it thro^ a conjc tent ions ConviSfion ! Why are we 
Britons fo obllinately bent upon Self-Prefervati- 
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On, ajJ to keep out an unhapfj Perfon from 6uf 
Throoe for being [a Fretender and] a lUpifi^ 
who, were he but once well feated> anci had 
fent us all out of the World, might POSSIBLT 
confider better on't, and turn Protefiant? King 
Charles IL 'tis thought, lived a concealed Pafift\ 
we lived pretty fafe under him : And therefore 
how inhuman was it in us to exclude King "Jatnes^ 
tho' a prcfejfed Papifty and profeffedly endeavour- 
ing to make a Sacrifice of us, our Laws, and 
our Liberties ! 

Without doubt,Sir,if the World can be taught 
to realbn no better than your Friend ha^ done 
f upon this Topick, hu Lordjhip^s fine Difcourfes and 
'Sermons againfi Popijb Principles have hsen written 
to as little Purpose a^s if they had been directed to the 
Wind. But, on the contrary, fb' it has fiillen our, 
that a great many People haVe received Benefit 
by his Lordfhip's Difcourfes ; great Numbers 
have been, and many more ('tis to be hoped) 
jdaily will be, confirmed by him againft both Ptf- 
fijjj and nonjuring Principles. N^y^fome who were 
' formerly Papifts, are now true Proteftants ; not- 
withftanding fome unjuft, uncharitable, and un-- 
ch'rifliai? Reprefcntations that have been made 
to the contrary. 

- The Reflexions your Friend caflrs, in the laft 
place, upon the Bifhop's Definition of Prayer ; 
are fuch trifling Quibbles^ that I am alhamed to 
give you any Trouble about them ; and there- 
fcre conclude with alluring you, that I am, Sir, 

Your afFcftionate Friend and Servant. 
F J N i t 
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